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Please note the following for the Classical abstracts:
Number of Words:
The abstract length is increased to maximum 500 words (title excluded) to allow clearer information in terms of novelty, clinical relevance or translational research, robustness of the statistical analysis and study endpoints.
Title:
According to Annals of Surgery Editorial guidelines.
Background and Aims:
Please provide here what is the established knowledge about the topic of the study, the rationale and the need for the present study and the future clinical implications deriving from conducting the study.
Study Design:
Please provide here the setting of the study, if it is an observational retrospective, propsective or randomized controlled trial or any other type of study design. Please unequivocally define primary and secondary end-points of the study, how the recruitment of patients is accomplished, reasons for eventual exclusion, and the analysis planned to verify the initial hypothesis. These aspects are essential to verify the transparency regarding "what was planned and what was done", in particular, in this section it must clearly specified what specific hypotheses the researchers intended to test and the analytical methods by which they planned to test.
